BOAT TEST == PEDRO

A single
decision

Stretching fuel but still cruising afar, albeit
taking your time, is the option with the
Pedro Levanto 32, says Paul Thomas,

THE MEEDS OF crulsing motor boaters on the east coast of England.
plus the Norloll Broads, are changing. While they are currenily
anly minor; the swing will inerease as linancial and environmeneal
pressures wount. As surely they will.

This 35 why Lhe Dulch Pedeo Boats range of spactous single serew
steel maotor cruisers. designed for use on inland waterways bt alsa
perlectly capalle of coastal use and passages soross the North Sea.
are increasingly practical,

| hawe just met bwo couples who have recently invested in Pedros
and wha, | suspect, will he demonstrating this practicality,

Betired cngineer Keith Cowan and his wife Fionua, a GE lave just
bought a Pedro Levanto 32, a design just updated. and e of &
Pedro range sald in the LK by Jim Cole; 4 scasoned marketeer who
kriows a ihing or twe about what hoaters wanl.,

The second couple are ormer airline pilot Panl Lejeune and wile
{arol, who also bought from [im a Pedro Marin. 2 30 footer with a
quaint o bow and loads of accommadation, like the Levanto 32,

Bolh couplos moved to Suffolk vears ago and live & few doors rom
each other in St Maves. overlooking the Waveney river and marshes
—with thedr hoats each moored in dykes al the boettom of their
lomg purdens,

Fhey got inlo boationg through holidags on the Browads, Like so
many, and are now raising their uabitions 1o coastal cruising
indeed Cowans and Lejeunes were due to be eruizing o Harwich on
the Levanio as we wenl to press for this edition,

"Their airm was to complete qualilicalions & Day Skippers
including thele international certificates ol compoetence (1CCs)
hewding then nest month for the Anghia Atloat Cruise in Compary,

el be delighled o bave Lhem with us—and they will make their
mark, not onlywith their new gualilicalions but also as advorates of
the increasing numbers opting for single screws and single figure
cruising speeds at sea with resulting ecomomy and reduced
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Davits and steps down 1o @ bathing platform make the Pedro even mone versatiie.
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89 ...take twice or even thrice
the hours to make your passage
but at half or even a third of

the cost. 99

envirommental impacl over we bwins!

All of which brings us back to the Pedro brasd,

While they win fese awards for beanty, spaciousness of
accommoedation and versatilivy of usage top the Pedro qualities.

Currently A0 feet s Lhe smallest and 44 [eet the largest —a
Levanta, The Levanto range itself goes 32, 38 and 44 and is
traditiongl Thotch style

This naturally majors, like e race, on value, praciicality,
application (Inchiding Lo their own inland walers) and a
conservative but convineing design.

The bouls are buill in Holland as primarily inland waterways crall
bt with ample capabilily, strength and celiabilivy to take on coastal,
and in semne weather conditions, passapes across Lhe North Sea.

They mujor on single engines, towhich increasing numbers ace
now turning to minimise the high cost of running twin-engined,
high speed planing boats = il you wanl o cruise long distances
which may still do.

Putting this in perapective is a typieal cost of £3-5 a mile for a
twrin boar at say 20 knols or more — apaiost perhaps hall or even less
than that per mile, alheit at also less than hall the speed. I all
depends on how wou valoe your thme,

Take twice or even thrice the howes to malke your passags hut at
half or evena third of the cost. Thal is Lhe quandacy, Other points
Lhial woudd-be crulsers question inclade trost in reliability ol Lwin
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engines being donble that of a single — a weak arpument, say some
particularly existing single-engine typest. Also that should you lose
oo serew when you biawe Do there is alwas the second drive 1o ger
vou thera. And finally the extra speed of high perlonmance cogines
will gt wou Into port quicker shonld weather deteriorate fast,

All ol which demonsirates ¥ou can't have It both ways. But shonld
ane consider the envircnmental aspeel loo? Big twins obviously
pollute dramatically more than a smaller single,

To put this in perspective, Jin Cole suggests, without commitiment,
that the 32 feot hull with single will epically consume three [ees of
dieselat 1000 rpm giving twe to three knofs; use six lilres at 1500
rpurand 10-13 litres at 2000-2400 rpm delivering np o maximuam
pruising speeds of eizhl Lo mine koots, Pedeo have nol done full
performance date but you get the economy message?

And far inlsmd waters the performance of the Perkins M92B
producing 86 hp s e o gel you round at a slew speed stretching a
A0-litre tankhul throuzh Lhe season and nol upsetling any Droads
Anthority speed checks! Plus some shorl. easy passages al sea.

Or moce and i spirited conditions if necessary — the hoatis
reasonably beamy, 3,50 metres, it is BOD (Recreational Craft
irective) and CL Marking B — lor ollshore voyages where conditions
up o, and tneluding, wind foree eight and stgnificant wave heights
up lo, und ineluding, four metres may be experienced,

Frcugh said on performuance and coonomics,

Aconmumnodation isone of the Levanto's alributes —a choice of
Lo Layouls Gor eom four to seven berths and the layouts with open
biws accommodalion steeteh the 325 brillianee as a dey cruiser for
up to eight peopls.

Whon you step aboard the 32 space is the impact. On an aft bridge
with cenlral belm seat and conteols, rogm for guests seated around
vl — than down steps to acconmnodation which you could castly
balieve wagset in a 35 oreven 36 [oot hall, —
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Thestandard layouls (varying prices) arve from conventional aft
and forward douhle cabins plus dinetle and saloom amidships
through to one double cabin with lots of day use accormmodalion for
puesls nol staying ke night. They are all offered in teal with a wide
range of cureaing and upholstery o choose from

Or if vou are not buying a hoat out of stock, the builder will hear
your needs and destpn your interior specifically to help il necessary,

Keith's Levanto T tested is the dearcr of two versions - the Craise
edition which starts at Faros 153,300 plus VAT and the Comforct
cditicn [rom Earos 176,900 plus VAT, Keith's Comlorl is further
enhanced by an excellent navigation package with auto-pilot.
plotrer and radar.

It comes with bove-thrusrer, wital in my mind with o siongle,
particularly at low speed positioning amd mooring should there be
high winds. Although it should be stressed the 32 turns Brilliantly,
virtually in its own length. at low speed and oo [l locl, albeit with
thic shighlest s,

IF wonn are likely to ge Lo sea il includes complete anchor wineh.
sumlog and depth sounder — plus Webaslo hot alr heating. 43 litre
hot water boiler, shore power and battery chareer, foldable
windscreen [casing Broadland bridges) and canopy

The camapy s twa stage —a spray hood ffont section which allows
i sun and air for the helmsman at lowish speeds while allowing the
back section to remain lor passenger shelter — or all down lor ideal
summer weather, probably al mooringes,

Side decks are wide and easy with excellent cails and working
space and a bathing platform with ladder dowen to the watcr,

Porthobes tealure n bow sumd all cabin and saloom windewes are large,
great for vision. contributing to the Pedry’s inimitable Duteh lool:,

Layouts ofier dinettes hoth for extra berths bul also diniong and the
grlley may be positioned locracd, opposite the dinette —or inone case all
with the muin cabin in the bows, sn winusoal Tayout bt very spacios.
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Opentwin hirths in the bows - just ana of the lavouts.

The galley includes a three-burner cocker, refrigerator with
freeser compariment and plenty of space inchiding room for
aptional microwave, e,

For a live-aboard, eocasiomal cruising — or days oul —any of Lhe
layonts hane distinet advantages depending on how many people
aleep ahoard. Perhaps the besl is the all or lorward double cabin
lagout with the rest of the hoat open, the option still existing for an
oecasional couple to sleep aboard ton, albeitin refative “public”.

For versalilily, Lhe Levanto 22 has much to cemmend it The



A gaad double Berth In the cabin aft.

Cruise version-at Bure [ 53300 excluding VAT suflers with the
exchange rate hut sl produces a very good boat ar approx
L1356,600 melading VAT al the eale as Twrile,

Whether or not wou opl for all the good ledlures the Levanto 32
nffers for this price will retirn to thar equation: how much time is
spent inland and at slow specds, and how much do yon want to
spendd al sed, again below len koots. As ever, bow Lar, bow fast and
honw much is the issne?

‘Times, a5 | say, are changing, And sowill he those answers, 4

Pedro Levanto 32

The Levanto 32 can be delivered in two editions and four different
laynuts. it can also be fitted with numearous individual extras orto

yaur own shecification,

Overall length: 9.70m

Beam: 3.50m

Draught: 1.00m

Alrdraught: +/- 245 m

Fuel tank: 400 litres i
Fresh-water tank: 320 litres

Holding tank: 280 litres

Berths: 4-7

Weight: 8,000 kg ;
Engine: Perking M3ZB 64 kw {BE hp
CE Calegory: B

Contact:

Jim Cole at: Pedro Boats (LK) Ltd., Brundall, Morfoli,
Tel: 01503 716555, www.pedroboats.co.uk

Price: Cruise edition from Euro 153,300 plus MAT

Comfort edition as per test boat: Euro 176,200 pius WaT

[E180, 700 ing VAT) and plus further navigational gear

Delivery: Some Pedro boats are in stock o dependant upan yviour
needs, delivery could be a month or two. Or specify your precise
reguiremaents and wait a while.
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